
A Statenent 

I an informed t h a t  t h e  s i n c e r i t y  of my posi t ion i n  t h e  debzte over 
recombinant DIJA has been ques tioned because I have "zllowe2" recorr3inant D:& 
research (and t h e  development of associated f a c i l i t i e s )  t o  proceed et Caltech. 
It is  a l s o  a l leged  t h a t  I, myself, am ecgaged i n  recombinmt D i W  research. 

The introduct ion of s lander  and innuendo i n t o  t h i s  discussion is most 
unfortunate;  while I doubt t h a t  f a c t s  can ever overtake invec t ive ,  t hese  are 
t h e  f a c t s .  

Y e s ,  reconbinant DXA research i s  i n  progress a t  Caltech. Y e s ,  a P2 l e v e l  
laboratory i s  i n  use and a P3 l e v e l  f a c i l i t y  is  under construction. 

When t h e  N I H  Guidelines - which I consider t o  be sore ly  inadequate - were i s sced  
las t  June, then,  as Chairnm of t h e  Division of Biology, I had t o  decide vhether  
t o  accept these  Guidelines as t h e  r u l e s  f o r  Caltech o r  t o  seek t o  p roh ib i t  
such research on m y  czzqus. 

I considered t h e  la t ter  option and r e j ec t ed  it on grounds 0: both p r i n c i p l e  
and p r e c t i c a l i t y .  

On p r i n c i p l e ,  as Chairnzn, I do not have, nor do I be l ieve  I should have, the 
r i g h t ,  merely on t h e  b a s i s  of my own inc l ina t ion ,  t o  order a f a c u l t y  nez~ber 
not t o  perform a "iegal" experiment. 
where t h e  chaiman had such personal,  arbitrar,, ai:thority; it i s  e n t i t h e t i c  
t o  t h e  c o l l e g i a l  i dea l .  I have t h e  r i g h t  t o  attempt t o  dissuade f acu l ty  fron 
pe r foming  what I regard as i l l -advised experinents and I have exercised t h a t  
r i g h t .  

I would not vant t o  be  i n  an i n s t i t u t i o n  

I n  p rac t i ce ,  as long as such research i s  car r ied  on elsewhere I understarid t i le 
pressure  upon my facu l ty  t o  do l ikewise.  
recoclbinant DPTA techniques are not i n  qEestion. Caltech hns alvays keen i n  tis,- 
foref ront  of genet ics  axil molec-dar genet ics .  I vi11 not u n i - l a t e r e l l y  vithdraw 
t h e  Division of B i o l o a  from t h e  cornunity of moleculer b i o l o g i s t s  v i t h  t h e  
inev i t ab le  cos t  t o  our research and teaching progrms.  

The power and ef fec t ivecess  o f  

Further ,  v h i l e  I continue t o  be l ieve  t h a t  t h e  present Guidelines ex~ose s o c i e t y  
t o  urnecessary m.2 excessive p o t e n t i a l  hzzard, t h e r e  woald he scant reciuction 
of t h a t  hazar0 Were suck vork banned a t  Caltech while it co?%?~%e? et 40 o r  50 
o the r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

This issue s j x p l y  cannot be resolved 03 a 'lloc31 option' '  bzs i s .  
icieally , internat ion22 - r e g i 1 a . t i o n s  mike sense. 

G z l y  riz;<c~mil. - 
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The s ta tenent  t h a t  I a personally engaged i n  recombinant Ci!A research 
r e f l e c t s  e i t h e r  a nisapprehenslon o r  a sorry play on words. 
stuclies of recozikoinant gene colabinations betveen nicroorganisns which ere 
able  t o  exchage  DNA, via plasmids or phage, i n  Nature. I do not be l ieve  
t h a t  anyone t h i z k s  such e q e r i n e n t s  should be compared to t h e  e e e r i m e n t s  
crossing species b a r r i e r s  t o  which I have t&<en exception. 

We are w-dertekizg 

I have also i n  nind,  at some fu tu re  t i n e ,  to explore under f u l l  con ta imen t  
provis ions,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of t h e  use of p lan t  c e l l  t i s s u e  c u l t u r e  for 
reconbinant DNA research. 
f o r  many purposes, to the unfortunate use of E.  c o l i .  

Such cu l tu re s  may o f f e r  a valuable Filternative, 

I should zdd t h a t  I personally deplore t h e  introductTon of pe r sona l i t i e s  
ins tead  oI' i s sues  i n t o  t h i s  discussion of recombinant DN4. I regard such 
ac t ions  as an ind ica t ion  of bankruptcy of argument and I w i l l  not engage i n  
such. I intend t o  continue to urge, at t h e  nat ional  l e v e l ,  the adoption of 
more s t r ingent  Guidelines f o r  t h e  conduct of recombinant DNA research  i n  ori?er 
t h a t  i t s  bene f i t s  may b2 sa fe ly  achieved. 
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